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A New Holcobius from Oahu (Coleoptera: Anobiidae)
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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE, PLANT QUARANTINE BRANCH, U.S.D.A.
HONOLULU, HAWAII
The Hawaiian genus Holcobius is represented by fourteen species in
cluding the species described herein. To include this new form in Dr.
Perkins* key ("Proceedings" 9:86, 1935), read couplet 3 as follows:
3. Shining black with the pubescence less conspicuous 3A
At least the elytra are brown (varying to pitchy black), the
yellowish pubescence very conspicuous affinis Perkins
3A. Pronotum with a deep lateral depression at the front angles....
mysticus n. sp.
Pronotum without a deep lateral depression at the front angles
granulatus Sharp
Holcobius mysticus new species
Male: Medium size, nearly black, moderately shining, strongly sculptured, with sparse
pubescence. Antenna: Dark brown, two-thirds as long as the body, densely covered
with short, semi-erect, yellowish pubescence, with a few long erect setae on the ventral
side, which become longer and more numerous on the basal segments; first segment
as long as the combined lengths of the second, third, and half of the fourth; second
segment transversely and longitudinally smaller than other segments; segments four to
eleven becoming increasingly longer and less serrate apically, so that the apical segment
is filiform and longer than other segments. Head: Strongly granulate, the granules
unequal in size; pubescence long, sparse, and finer than on the pronotum; interocular
area twice the width of an eye; epicranium depressed at its juncture with the clypeal
suture, which, though conspicuous, is situated in a rather deep depression; with a
prominent, piceous, glabrous carina above each antennal insertion; mandibles bidentate;
maxillary and labial palpi very strongly emarginate at the apices of the apical segments.
Pronotum: Very strongly granulate, each granule with a single seta which usually
slants posteriorly; area between granules glabrous; anterior and lateral margins strongly
and widely explanate at the anterior angles, especially that portion of the anterior
margin above the eyes, so that the insect has a hooded appearance. Elytron: With the
striations punctate and deeply impressed; interstices roughly sculptured with the
granules flattened and their summits directed posteriorly so as to give the impression
of overlapping scales; pubescence similar to that of the pronotum. Metasternum: With
large, dense punctures anteriorly which become sparser posteriorly; with a medial
sulcus on the posterior half. Abdomen: With small dense punctures and conspicuous
large, shallow, sparse punctures; pubescence finer, more dense, and lighter in color
than on the dorsum; posterior margin of the first ventrite arcuate medially; posterior
margins of ventrites two to four straight and parallel; third and fourth ventrites equal
in length medially; fifth ventrite as long as the combined lengths of the third and
fourth, and with a shallow medial depression near the posterior margin.
Length: 6 mm., breadth: 2.5 mm.
Allotype: Without a shallow medial depression near the posterior margin of the
fifth ventrite. The antennae are mutilated.
Length: 7.4 mm., breadth: 3.2 mm.
Paratypes: Five specimens without antennae. (These were removed by ants after
mounting.) Length: 5.5-7.6 mm.
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Type locality: North side of Mt. Kaala, Oahu, altitude 2,200 feet.
Holotype male and allotype in the B. P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
and the paratypes in the collection of the author. The entire series
was collected by the author in a dead, unidentified tree, August, 1954.
H mysticus resembles H. diversus Perkins from Kauai more than any
other Holcobius, but the latter species has feeble granulations only on
the sides of the pronotum and the disk is smooth and shining with fine
punctures, whereas mysticus has the pronotum entirely covered with very
prominent granules. There are only two other species of Holcobius with
a strongly granulate pronotum, but neither of these species exhibits the
deep notches at the front angles of the pronotum. H. granulatus Sharp
is hardly separable from mysticus except for the above mentioned charac
ter and its slightly smaller size. H. affinis Perkins differs as mentioned
above, but also in bearing a very dense pubescent covering on the dorsum.
